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Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind 

South  Boston,  Massachusetts 
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Dear  Friend: — 
The  "Lens"  is  about  to  enter  upon  its 
second  year,  and  we  want  to  make  it  larger, 
more  attractive  in  appearance,  more  useful, 
and  more  truly  representative  of  the  school. 
To  do  this  we  need  the  support  of  all  our  old 
subscribers,  and  a  large  number  of  new 
ones. 

During  the  past  year  the  main  objects 
aimed  at  have  been  in  large  measure  at- 
tained, namely: — (ist)  better  work  in  Eng- 
lish writing;  (2nd)  better  work  generally; 
(3d)  better  discipline;  and  (4th)  a  finer  school 
spirit. 

During  the  coming  year  we  aim  to  secure 
these  objects  in  larger  measure  and,  in  ad- 
dition, by  articles  by  and  about  prominent 
graduates  to  interest  the  alumni  and  bring 
them  into  closer  touch  with  the  school  and 
to  enable  Perkins  Institution  to  keep  watch 
over  its  own. 

In  conclusion,  if  the  "Lens,"  with  its 
modest  yet  positive  accomplishment  of  the 
past   and  its   sturdy  purpose   for   the   future 


commends  itself  to  you,  we  ask  you  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  coming  year. 

ALMORIN  O.  CASWELL,  Principal, 

For  the  School. 
EVERETT    DAVISON,    Editor-in-Chief, 

For  the  "Lens." 


#        #        # 

If  you  desire  the  Lens  sent  to 
you  for  one  year  please  enclose 
your  address  aud  fifty  cents  in  the 
accompanying  envelope  and  mail  at 
once.  Or  enclose  one  dollar  for 
three  subscriptions. 


SPECIAL 
ANNOUKCEMENT 


In  the  autumn  of  1903,  there  was  organ- 
ized in  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
a  club,  known  as  the  Howe  Memorial  Club; 
and  it  soon  became  an  important  factor  in 
*he  life  of  the  school.  The  aims  of  this  so- 
ciety are  noble,  and  have  received  the  ap- 
proval and  assistance  of  the  faculty  at  all 
times.  It  is  to  interest  you  in  one  oi  these 
objects  that  we  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
ycu  this  circular. 

In  charge  of  the  club  is  a  fund,  known  as 
the  Howe  Memorial  dub  benefit  fund,  the 
purpose  of  which  is  to  assist  members  of  the 
organization,  during  their  years  of  study  or 
when  they  leave  school  to  commence  life  for 
themselves,  in  some  substantial  way,  either 
by  the  gift  of  money  or  by  other  means, 
through  which  they  may  be  better  able  to 
meet  the  difficulties  before  them.  Any  boy 
in  good  standing  in  the  school,  whose  rec- 
ord shows  that  all  the  opportunities  afforded 
him  were   well   improved,  may,   by  applying 


to  the  committee  m  charge,  receive  money 
or  tools,  music  or  musical  instruments, 
which  will  aid  him  in  becoming  successful  in 
after  life.  The  fund  at  present  is  limited, 
r.nd  therefore  the  club  is  unable  to  do  all 
which  it  would  like  to  do,  its  only  support 
being  gained  through  the  efforts  of  its  mem- 
bers. On  April  J4t  at  8  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, they  will  present  Shakespeare's  comedy 
"As  You  Like  It"  in  the  hall  of  the  Institu- 
tion, the  proceeds  being  intended  to  increase 
this  fund. 

The  play  has  already  been  given  by  these 
boys  with  success,  as  shown  by  the  quota- 
tions from  some  of  the  leading  newspapers, 
which  are  printed  herewith. 

During  the  past  year  the  fund  was  started 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  the 
disposal  of  the  club,  made  entirely  through 
the  enterprise  of  the  boys.  A  part  of  this 
money  was  placed  on  interest,  leaving  a 
small  amount  for  immediate  use.  We  are 
glad  to  report  that  already  we  have  been  in 
a  position  to  give  assistance  to  members  of 
the  club  at  a  time  when  it  was  most  needed. 
We  therefore  make  an  especial  appeal  m 
behalf  of  this  worthy  object,  tnat  you  will 
lend  us  your  s'.ipnort  on  the   13th  of   April, 


and  thereby  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  work 
which  we  have  begun.  Tickets  are  now  on 
sale  at  the  Perkins  Institution.  Reserved 
seats,  35  cents. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the   Howe   Me- 
morial Club, 

WILLIAM  T.  CLENON,  President. 


ft 


#   #   #   #   # 
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EASTER  VACATION. 

The  winter  term  in  this  depart- 
ment closes  March  24  at  5  p.  m 
The  spring  term  will  open  April  6. 
The  boys  will  return  April  5. 

As  You  Like  It  April  14 1 
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EDITORIAL. 


The  observance  of  Washington's  Birthday 
at  the  school  has  been  for  the  last  few  years 
the  most  important  event  of  the  whole  year. 
Usually  an  entertainment  of  some  sort  is 
given  by  the  pupils,  and  the  boys  always 
look  forward  to  it  with  great  anticipation. 
This  year  was  no  exception  to  the  rule,  the 
Shakespearian  play,  "As  You  Like  It,"  be- 
ing given  in  costume  in  the  afternoon  be- 
fore a  large  audience,  and,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  opinions  of  the  press,  scored  a  de- 
cided success.  A  full  account  of  the  play  is 
given  on  another  page. 

We  should  be  false  to  history  and  to  our 
inheritance  did  we  fail  to  recognize  the  debt 
civilization  owes  to  George  Washington, 
the  statesman,  the  soldier,  the  man. 

Through  all  the  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  he  lived  and  moved  among  men,  his 
influence  has  not  died  out,  and  his  honored 
memory  is  still  powerful  enough  to  stop  all 
the  wheels  of  industry  and  traffic  for  twenty- 
four  hours  throughout  this  broad  land  for 
which  he  worked  so  faithfully,  and  which 
he  loved  so  well. 
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It  may  be  that  his  Birthday  could  be  cele- 
brated to  better  advantage.  Possibly  we 
lose  some  of  the  value  of  Washington's  influ- 
ence by  neglecting  to  gather  the  people  into 
halls  and  churches  and  setting  before  them 
in  forceful  terms  the  lessons  of  his  life.  Yet 
the  school,  the  press,  the  library,  is  full  of 
instruction  along  this  line,  and  America  is 
not  in  danger  of  forgetting  the  man  who  was 
"First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen." 

His  name  is  immortalized  by  imposing 
monument  or  memorial  pillar.  In  his  influ- 
ence he  still  walks  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
The  resting  place  of  his  sacred  dusf-  is  the 
shrine  of  every  loyal  American  heart,  and 
while  the  nation  endures,  the  name  of 
George  Washington  will  hold  the  first  place 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

•M.  Ok 

SCHOOL  ITEMS. 


Mr.  Clarence  Hawks  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  a 
graduate  of  this  school,  well  and  favorably 
know  nas  a  writer  of  short  stories  and  books 
of  woodcraft,  recently  spent  two  or  three 
days  at  the  school.     The  April  "Lens"  will 
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have  a  poem  or  story  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Hawkes  and  an  illustrated  article  on  the 
author. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR,  February,  1904. 


Edward  Bradley,*  John  Curran,  Lyman  K. 
Harvey,  Edward  Ryan,  93;  Wilbur  Dodge,* 
Chesley  Cotton,  Frank  Ierardi,  Morris  Kir- 
shen,  John  Wetherell. 

# 

Honorable   Mention:  — 

Joseph  Bartlett,  Edward  Cummings,  Ev- 
erett Davison,  Francis  Diamond,  William 
Graham,  Harry  Muldoon,  William  Mc- 
Queeney,  Edwin  Stuart,  pi;  Krikor  Hago- 
pian,  Henry  Van  Vliet,  90;  Charles  Bixby, 
George  Clark,  Gilbert  De  Roche,  Bernard 
Hickey,  Olaf  Lund,  Ralph  Nelson.  Frank 
Nilson,  Frank  Sticher,  89;  Robert  Muldoon, 
Harry  Rand,  Frank  Ransom,  Charles  Stamp, 
Robert  Thompson,  Fred  Viggers,  88. 

Deportment,  100  per  cent.: — 
Charles    H.    Amadon,    Richard    Barnard, 
Frederick  Carney,  William  T.  Clenon,  Barn- 

*Only  two  studies. 
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ard  Levin,  Frederick  V.  Walsh,  Lyman  K. 
Harvey,  Edward  Ryan,  Edward  Bradley, 
Robert  Thompson,  George  Mills,  Wilbur 
Dodge,  George  Lucier,  Edward  Cummings, 
Morris  Kirshen,  Olaf  Lund,  Frank  Sticher, 
William  Walsh,  George  Clark,  Robert  Mul- 
doon,  Patrick  Osborne,  Charles  Stamp,  Al- 
bert Butters,  George  Furrow,  Fred  Viggers, 
Edward  Govereau,  Chesley  Cotton,  John 
Curran,  William  McQueeney,  William 
Vaughn,  Alfred  Stover,  Ralph  Nelson. 

Boys'    Primary    School,    Jamaica    Plain. 


Roll  of  Honor,  February,  1904: — 
Maurice  Adler,  Harold  Deming,  Leon  Gib- 
son, Joseph  Marshall. 

Honorable  Mention: — 

Clarence  Hamlett,  William  Holbrook, 
James  Ryan,  Paul  West. 

Deportment  Excellent: 

Maurice  Adler,  Harold  Bates,  Edward 
Curran,  Harold  Deming,  Leon  Gibson,  Wil- 
liam Holbrook. 
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CLUB  NOTES. 


Members  of  the  H.  M.  C  and  others 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  on  March  i 
listening  to  an  informal  lecture  given  by 
Clarence  Hawkes,  who  has  been  spending  a 
few  days  at  the  Institution.  The  subject  was 
"The  Funny  Side  of  Literature."  Mr. 
Hawkes  is  a  former  graduate  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  since  his  graduation,  he  has  en- 
gaged in  literary  work  quite  extensively.  His 
lecture  was  exceedingly  interesting  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  replete  with  humor  and 
amusing  incidents  and  verging  very  little  on 
the  sentimental.  The  pupils  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Hawkes*  efforts  by  their 
hearty  applause  and  congratulations  at  its 
close,  and  all  are  desirous  that  he  pay  the 
school  another  visit  soon,  and  deliver  a  lec- 
ture beiore  the  whole  school. 

On  the  evening  of  February  19,  Mr.  Neal 
J.  Devlin,  a  graduate  of  tl^s  Institution,  and 
now  a  member  of  the  Senior  class  of  Boston 
College,  entertained  the  Howe  Memorial 
Club  with  a  very  practical  talk  on  the  de- 
velopment of  the  education  of  the  blind.    He 
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spoke  particularly  on  the  question  which  is, 
at  the  present  time,  exciting  a  great  deal  of 
enthusiasm  among  the  public  at  large,  the 
problem  of  enabling  the  adult  blind  to  gain 
a  livelihood  by  the  means  of  manual  labor. 
Mr.  Devlin  thinks  that  this  idea  is  not  as 
easily  carried  out  as  people  think;  tor,  he 
says,  machinery  has  so  supplanted  work  by 
hand  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  blind 
man  to  expect  to  find  employment  in  the 
field  of  mechanical  labor. 

Mr.  Devlin  strongly  urges  that,  for  all 
who  can,  it  is  most  profitable  for  a  blind 
person  to  go  to  college,  and  he  is  convinced, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  the  task  can 
be  undertaken,  and  successfully  carried  out. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  and  source  of  en- 
couragement to  our  boys  to  have  such  a 
man  as  Mr.  Devlin  speak  to  them  and  prove, 
by  his  own  practical  experience,  that  the 
education  of  the  blind  need  not  be  limited, 
but  that  they  may  plunge  into  the  ocean  of 
knowledge  as  deep  as  any  of  their  sighted 
companions. 

Blindness  is  not  an  affliction,  merely  an 
inconvenience. 


'AS    YOU    LIKE    IT." 


To  those  of  our  readers  who  were  not  able 
to  attend  the  performance  of  the  play  "As 
You  Like  It,"  given  by  the  older  pupils  of 
the  school  on  Thursday  evening,  February 
17,  and  again  on  Washington's  Birthday, 
and  who  are  interested  in  the  outcome,  we 
will  say  that  inasmuch  as  all  the  board  of 
editors  of  the  "Lens"  were  in  the  play,  and 
acted  prominent  parts,  it  has  been  decided 
not  to  write  a  detailed  account  of  it  our- 
selves but,  as  several  representatives  of  the 
press  were  present  at  the  performances,  to 
print  their  opinions.  Clippings  from  the 
daily  papers  follow. 

(From  the  Boston  Herald  of  Feb.  23. 

Every  seat  in  the  artistic  new  hall  of  the 
Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind  was  occupied 
yesterday  afternoon,  when  the  pupils  of  the 
boys'  department  produced  Shakespeare's 
comedy,  "As  You  Like  It,"  the  proceeds 
from  which  will  be  devoted  to  assisting  the 
kindergarten  for  the  blind.  From  time  to 
time  the  pupils  have  given  various  plays,  and 
this  is  not  the  first  time  they  have  produced 
one  of  Shakespeare's,  for  last  year  "A  Mid- 
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summer  Night's  Dream"  was  given  before  a 
large  audience  with  remarkable  success.  It 
was  the  general  opinion  that  yesterday's 
show  even  surpassed  that  of  last  year.  It 
was  given  in  the  Elizabethan  style. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  show  was  staged,  of 
the  costuming,  and  particularly  of  the  ex- 
ceptional manner  in  which  the  various  se- 
lections were  rendered,  the  chorus  work  be- 
ing far  above  the  ordinary.  Each  of  the 
cast  was  excellent,  the  work  of  the  principals 
far  exceeding  the  anticipations  of  the  audi- 
ence. 

The  cast  was:  The  Duke,  Charles  H.  Ama- 
don;  Duke  Frederick.  Richard  Parnard; 
Amiens.  Lyman  K.  Harvey;  Jacques,  Wil- 
liam T.  Clenon;  Oliver,  Edward  Bradley; 
Orlando,  Barnard  Levin;  Adam,  Frederick 
V.  Walsh;  Charles,  William  E.  Robinson; 
Jacques  de  Boys,  Edward  Ray;  William, 
Patrick  Osborne;  Touchstone,  Everett  Da- 
vison; Dennis,  Frank  Ransom;  Silvius, 
Frank  Nilson;  Corin,  Edwin  Stuart;  Rosa- 
lind, Frederick  Carney;  Celia,  Joseph  Bart- 
lett;  Phoebe,  Edward  Ryan;  Audrey,  Alfred 
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Heroux;  Hymen,  Francis  Diamond;  Her- 
alds, Wilbur  Dodge  and  Harry  Rand; 
guards,  Charles  Stamp,  Henry  Van  Vliet, 
James  Cunningham  and  John  Wetherell; 
courtiers,  Frederick  Viggers  and  Charles 
Black;  foresters,  William  Walsh,  Wilbur 
Dodge,  Richard  Barnard,  Edward  Bradley, 
Edward  Ryan  and  Alfred  Heroux. 

(From  the  Boston  Globe  of  Feb.  23. 

The  boys  of  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind  gave  a  performance  of  "As  You 
Like  It"  yesterday  afternoon  in  the  new  hall 
of  the  Institution. 

Washington's  Birthday  is  more  honored  at 
the  Institution  than  any  other  holiday,  and 
this  is  why  the  pupils  of  the  boys'  depart- 
ment purposed,  under  the  guidance  of  their 
instructors,  so  elaborate  and  difficult  a  pro- 
gram as  that  which  was  presented  yesterday. 
The  performance  of  "As  You  Like  It"  by 
this  company  of  sightless  actors  cannot  be 
referred  to  in  terms  of  criticism.  Consider- 
ing the  difficulties  that  attended  its  produc- 
tion, it  was  an  exceptionally  good  presenta- 
tion. All  of  the  parts  were  taken  by  boys, 
some  of  the  characters  being  impersonated 
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in  a  manner  that  would  not  have  been  dis- 
creditable to  actors  of  a  wider  range  of  ex- 
perience. The  young  performers  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  the  play  ....  and  the 
really  meritorious  work  that  they  did 
showed  the  fidelity  with  which  they  had  stud- 
ied their  parts. 

The  play  was  given  for  the  benefit  of  the 
kindergarten  for  the  blind.  The  perform- 
ance was  put  upon  the  stage  in  the  Eliza- 
bethan style.  .  .  .  All  the  characters  were  in 
Elizabethan  costumes,  two  heralds  announc- 
ing the  rising  of  the  curtam  by  blasts  upon 
French  horns.  At  the  entrance  to  the  hall 
there  were  stationed  four  courtiers  wearing 
helmets  and  carrying  pikes,  who  remained  at 
their  posts  until  the  audience  was  seated. 

(From  The  Boston  Journal  of  Feb.  23. 
The  boys  of  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  Broadway,  South  Boston,  have 
launched  into  practically  new  channels,  for 
persons  afflicted  as  they,  in  producing 
Shakespearian  works  in  full.  Before  a  large 
audience  yesterday  afternoon  .  .  .  the  boys 
presented  "As  You  Like  It,"  and  their  ef- 
fort  surpassed   any   of    the   productions   at- 
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tempted  by  them  previously. 

The  story  of  the  comedy  needs  no  repeti- 
tion. The  part  of  the  hero  was  enacted  by 
Bernard  Levin.  He  cleverly  acted  the  part 
Of  Orlando,  and  his  clever  work  won  ap- 
plause. Everett  Davison's  Touchstone,  the 
jester,  was  the  "hit"  of  the  performance. 

The  students  had  been  rehearsing  for  the 
play  for  weeks,  and  it  was  only  after  the 
members  of  the  cast  had  been  tried  several 
times  that  the  parts  were  assigned. 

The  production  yesterday  showed  the  abil- 
ity of  the  participants,  every  one  of  whom 
performed  his  part  without  showing  the 
least  sign  of  the  difficulty  of  walking  un- 
aided from  one  side  of  the  stage  to  the 
other. 

In  the  first  part  Orlando  wrestled  with 
Charles,  the  strong  champion  of  the  court, 
and  in  full  view  of  the  audience  the  two 
blind  boys  battled  for  the  best  throw,  result- 
ing in  Orlando  defeating  Charles.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  two  lads  moved  about  the 
stage,  regardless  of  the  handicap  of  no 
sight,  impressed  the  audience,  whose  ap- 
plause showed  how  the  act  was  appreciated. 
Orlando    did    fine    work,    especially    in    the 
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third  act,  where  he  supports  his  old  friend 
and  fights  for  bread  for  the  old  man  and 
himself. 

The  play  was  given  in  aid  of  the  kinder- 
garten, and  it  is  the  intention  to  present  it 
again  April  13. 

(From  the   Boston   Daily  Advertised  of 

February  23.) 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

"As  You  Like  It"  is  a  favorite  with  ama- 
teurs, and  has  been  given  time  and  again 
on  college  stages,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  peffonriance  of  yesterday  was  far  and 
head  of  them  all. 

T;  e  play  was  given  in  strict  Elizabethan 
style,  without  division  into  acts  or  scenes, 
and  with  no  scenery  save  a  few  rude 
benches.  Against  this  primitive  background 
the  costumes  of  the  actors  stood  out  in  rich 
relief. 

No  one  would  imagine  for  a  moment  that 
the  actors  were  sightless.  They  moved 
with  perfect  grace  and  assuranc,  made  their 
exits  and  their  entrances  without  awkward- 
ness or  hesitation,  had  no  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing their  way  to  the  benches  or  one  another 
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and  in  addressing  their  fellow  actors  or  the 
spectators,  managed  their  eyes  so  perfectly 
that  they  appeared  to  be  looking  directly  at 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  speaking. 

It  was  hard,  also,  not  to  believe  that  Or- 
lando could  actually  see  the  love  letter 
which  he  appeared  to  be  reading,  especially 
as  he  turned  the  sheet  at  exactly  the  right 
moment  ,to  read  what  was  written  upon  the 
opposite  page. 

Throughout,  Barnard  Levin,  who  carried 
this  part,  did  wonderful  work,  while  Ever- 
ett Davison,  as  Touchstone,  kept  the  house 
in  a  perpetual  furor  of  laughter  and  ap- 
plause. 

The  wrestling  scene  was  capital,  the  two- 
young  contestants  springing  at  each  other 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  stage  with  an 
agility  and  a  sureness  of  grasp  which  many 
a  seeing  duo  might  envy. 

Frederick  Carney,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Ed- 
ward Ryan  and  Alfred  Heroux,  although 
doubly  handicapped  from  lack  of  sight  and 
from  their  feminine  apparel,  made  up  aston- 
ishingly well,  putting  into  their  parts  all  the 
racy  fun  and  lightness  which  the  roles  re- 
quire. 
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The  play  was  heralded  by  trumpeters  in 
good  old  Elizabeth  fashion,  while  at  the  ris- 
ing of  the  curtain,  two  guards  in  armor, 
spear  in  hand,  mounted  the  proscenium 
steps  and  stationed  themcelves  at  the  ex- 
treme ends  of  the  stage,  before  the  curtain. 

Singing  in  the  choruses  were  four  teach- 
ers of  the  school:  Mr.  Edward  Harvey,  Prin. 
A.  O.  Caswell,  Musical  Director  Gardiner 
and  Mr.  Faulkner,  instructor  in  science. 

^  2§C  9fC  3fC  .,*  5j* 

As  the  play  would  have  been  somewhat 
long  to  sit  through  without  a  break,  there 
was  a  short  intermission  at  the  end  of  the 
second  act,  when  Mr.  Anagnos  gave  a  short 
address  in  which  he  eulogized  the  stage  as  a 
culture  agent  in  the  life  of  men  and  nations. 

At  the  close  of  the  play,  Pres.  W.  T. 
Clenon  of  the  Howe  Memorial  Association, 
for  the  benefit  of  which  the  play  was  pre- 
sented, gave  a  short  address. 

Among  the  distinguished  guests  seen 
were:  Mrs.  Julia  Howe,  Mrs.  Maud  Elliott, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Clement  and  Mr.  Frank  Sanborn. 

The  programmes,  which  were  most  artis- 
tically gotten  up,  were  in  the  raised  type. 
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(From  the  Boston  Post  of  Feb.  23.) 
In  the  hall  of  the  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind  yesterday  afternoon,  the  pupils  of 
the  boys'  department  presented  Shake- 
speare's comedy,  "As  You  Like  It,"  before 
a  goodly-sized  audience. 

The  feature  of  the  performance  was  that 
the  various  parts  were  rendered  with  re- 
markable precision.  It  was  sympathetic 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  players  were 
ignorant  of  the  admirable  sentiment  their 
efforts  worked  among  the  audience. 

(From  the  Boston  Evening  Transcript  of 
February  23.) 
Actors  endowed  with  all  their  faculties 
might  well  envy  the  work  of  the  blind  boys 
of  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
who  yesterday  gave  Shakespeare's  "As  You 
Like  It"  in  the  new  assembly  hall,  before  an 
enthusiastic  audience.  The  Elizabethan 
manner  of  production  was  used,  the  play 
not  being  divided  into  acts  and  scenes.  Very 
little  scenery  was  used,  and  only  such  stage 
properties  as  were  absolutely  necessary.  Bar- 
nard Levin  took  the  part  of  Orlando,  the 
wrestlr,  and  did  work  that  was  exceedingly 
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commendable.     Everett   Davison   as   To  -oil- 
stone, kept  the  audience  thoroughly  amuse  1. 
*  *  *  -:<  *  * 

The  boys  have  been  rehearsing  for  several 
weeks,  and  the  effect  of  their  careful  train- 
ing was  quite  apparent  in  the  certainty  of 
their  movements  when  upon  the  stage.  The 
scene  in  which  Orlando  wrestles  with  Charles 
was  very  effective,  and  brought  forth  much 
applause. 

(From    the    Boston    Evening    News,    of 
February    23. 

"As  You  Like  It,"  pro duced  by  the  boy 
pupils  of  the  Perl: ins  Institution  yesterday 
scored  such  a  success  for  the  blind  actors 
that  the  play  will  be  given  again  on  April  13. 
It  was  by  far  the  most  ambitious  perform- 
ance ever  attempted  by  the  pupils  of  the 
school,  and  also  the  most  successful. 

The  boys  acted  surprisingly  well,  moving 
about  the  stage  as  firmly  as  if  they  had  as 
good  eyesight  as  the  spectators.  The  stu- 
dents had  been  rehearsing  for  weeks,  were 
letter  perfect  in  their  lines,  and  gave  the 
play  with  spirit  and  feeling. 
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(Mr.    Edward    H.    Clement,    in    the    Boston 
Evening  Transcript   of   Feb.    24.) 


It  is  long  since  Mr.  Anagnos  made  Wash- 
ington's Birthday  the  great  saint's-day  at 
this  Perkins  Institution,  and  one  always 
looks  for  something  significant  on  this  red- 
letter  day  there.  This  year  it  was  a  pious 
and  worthy  production  of  that  Shake- 
spearean gem  of  English  literature,  "As 
You  Like  It,"  by  the  elder  youth  of  the  col- 
lege, for  college  Perkins  virtually  is  to  the 
blind.  Here  were  young  men  who  had  never 
seen  a  play,  or  a  picture  even,  taking  all  the 
parts  of  the  play  that  is  redolent  with  tra- 
ditions of  great  artists  of  both  sexs  and  rich 
in  the  peculiar  fragrance  of  Shakespeare's 
wit,  fancy  and  beauty.  Even  the  wrestling 
scene  was  conducted  with  immense  spirit, 
but  who  wonders  at  that  after  seeing  the 
gymnasium  at  Perkins?  That  the  render- 
ing was  intelligent  goes  without  saying;  also 
that  it  was  tasteful  in  artistic  costuming, 
and  as  for  the  incidental  music,  music  has 
always  been  the  Perkins  Institutions'  strong- 
est point. 
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(Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn  in  the  Springfield  Re* 
publican  of  Feb.  27. 
While  the  larger  theatres  have  had  their 
manifold  attractions  this  week,  a  more  se- 
lect  and   unusual   pleasure   was   enjoyed  by 
those  who   saw  and  heard  in  the  fine  new 
hall  of  the  Perkins  Institution  at  South  Bos- 
ton,   Shakespeare's  comedy,   "As   You   Like 
It,"   performed  by  two   dozen  boys  of  that 
school  for  the  blind.    Many  have  seen  blind- 
ness  imitated   on   the   stage  by   actors    and 
actresses,  and  it  is  always  pathetic,  but  here 
was     actual    blindness     assuming    the    atti- 
tudes  and  playing  the  active  parts   of  that 
beautiful    drama.      Two    of    the    characters, 
Robinson,  who  played  Charles  the  wrestler, 
and  Everett  Davison,  who  was  Touchstone, 
have  sight  enough  to  guide  them  about  the 
stage;    but    most    of    the    others    are    quite 
blind.    The  wrestler  had  light  enough  to  be 
properly  overcome  by  Barnard  Levin,  who 
played     Orlando;     and    Touchstone     could 
dimly   see   to   guide   his    dancing   steps   and 
show  him  Audrey  munching  apples;  but  the 
wonder  was  to  see  the  others  taking  their 
positions  properly  and  giving  the  effect  of 
seeing  what  they  were  showing  us.  This  was 
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the  result  of  long-  training-,  and  surprisingly 
good  was  also  their  training  in  the  elocution 
and  spirit  of  the  play,  while  their  rendering 
of  the  songs,   "Under  the  Greenwood  Tree" 
and  "Blow,  Blow,  Thou  Winter  Wind,"  was 
much  better  than  is  commonly  heard  on  the 
stage  in  this  piece, — music,  vocal  and  instru- 
mental,   being    the    specialty    of    this    school 
ever  since  Dr.   Howe  established  its  system, 
seventl  years  since.     Mr.  Anagnos,   his  son- 
in-law  and  successor,  has  enlarged  this  sys- 
tem,   and    now    carries    education    some    de- 
grees higher,  besides  bginning  earlier  in  the 
kindergarten,    and    so   making   the    advanced 
pupils   more   receptive   of  what   they  are   to 
learn.      In   a    short   and    enthusiastic    speech 
between  the   acts   he   gave  his  view  of  how 
important  dramatic  literature  is  in  the  train- 
ing   of    the    young    and    the    culture    of    the 
races,   regretting  that  the   Hebrews   did  not 
admit   dramatic   representation  as   a  part   of 
their  wonderful   religious   literature.     It   did 
not  need  the  compassion   that  we   unavoid- 
ably feel  for  the  blind  to  make  this  play  go 
off   well;    it   was,    in    fact,    given    in    greater 
average     excellence    than     most     companies 
render  it  in  Boston;  and  Touchstone  was  a 
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genuine  star.  The  fine  part  of  old  Adam 
was  also  perfectly  rendered  by  Frederic 
Walsh,  with  all  that  innocent  generosity  of 
the  aged  serving  man,  which  brought  out 
in  this  part  some  of  the  best  verses  that 
Shakespeare  ever  wrote.     Such  are  the  lines 

When    service    should    in    my    old    limbs    lie 

lame, 
And  unregarded  age  in  corners  thrown, — 
to  say  nothing  of  "All  the  world's  a  stage." 

PRINCIPAL'S  NOTEBOOK. 


More  satisfactory  than  the  pleasure  it  was 
our  privilege  to  give  our  friends  and  the 
public  in  our  recent  presentations  of  "As 
You  Like  It"  are  the  facts  that  (ist)  all  who 
took  part  showed  the  highest  degree  of  will- 
ingness to  be  taught  and  corrected,  and  re- 
sponded enthusiastically  to  every  suggestion 
of  their  instructors;  and  (2nd)  the  rehears- 
als seem  to  have  interfered  with  the  regu- 
lar school  work  very  little — average  rank  of 
the  school  for  the  fall  term,  87.5  per  cent. 
Average  rank  of  the  school  for  January, 
85.33  per  cent.  Average  rank  of  the  school 
for  February,  87.13  per  cent. 
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#  #      # 

The  Lens  for  1904  will  be  larger 
and  better  than  ever.  A  prominent 
feature  will  be  letters  and  articles 
by  and  about  recent  graduates. 

Mr.  Clarence  Hawkes,  the  popu- 
lar writer  on  woodcraft,  in  the  April 
number.     Subscribe  isrow. 

#  #      # 
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